
                                                              
 

 

320 E. 9
th

 Suite B        115 E. Radio Lane 

Winfield, KS 67156       Arkansas City, KS 67005 

Phone:  (620) 221-1430       Phone:  (620) 442-3260 

Fax:      (620) 221-0389       Fax:     (620) 442-1759 

 

Contact: Thomas Langer  

Cowley County Public Health Officer  

Health Department Administrator 

620-221-1430: 785-554-7226     FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Email: tlanger@cowleycounty.org    May 11, 2020 

 

New Case of COVID-19 Recorded in Cowley County 

 

The number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Cowley County has increased by one. Test results 

received over the weekend revealed that another local resident of Cowley County has contracted the virus.  

The most current case involves a young man that reported feeling ill to his employer. The employer has 

been working closely with the Health Department since the onset of the pandemic and in keeping with 

established protocols requested that a COVID-19 test be performed to screen for the illness. The positive 

result was transmitted to the Cowley County Public Health Officer on Sunday. 

 

“The Health Department is currently performing the contact tracing of this exposure and illness,” said 

Thomas Langer, Cowley County Public Health Officer. “The patient and his family are currently 

quarantined.  Immediate family members are being tested and monitored for any change in health 

conditions. Prior to reporting illness to his employer the patient had shown no symptoms and was 

previously interacting in the community in a normal fashion including going to work, shopping and other 

necessary activities.  The patient’s wife has been working from home and the family has not traveled 

extensively.  We are monitoring everyone that may be remotely connected to this case.  Any person 

exposed by close contact will be quarantined and will remain in isolation until the illness has passed.” 

 

Residents in the community need to be aware that even though we are enjoying increased activities that 

the threat for COVID-19 has not gone away. Cowley County is half-way through the scheduled Phase 1 

of the statewide reopening plan which began on May 4, 2020. 

 

 “Any new case being discovered is discouraging news, yet the identification of this new COVID case is 

not unexpected.  The increase in testing that has been occurring, along with the precautions taken by 

employers in partnership with the Health Department allowed us to quickly and efficiently identify the 

case,” stated Langer. “This is exactly how the system to test people who have symptoms is supposed to 

work. I hope everyone in our county takes notice of this new case.” 

 

 “Our official case count in Cowley County will remain at three (3),” continued Langer, “the Oklahoma 

resident that was in Cowley County when she became ill in late April has now recovered and has left the 

community returning with her family to their home in Oklahoma. Our local responsibility for monitoring 

her health status has been transferred to the local health department where she lives.”  

 

“Remember that the illness is present locally.  Please continue to take all the required precautions and if 

you feel the slightest bit ill, stay home, do not go out or to work, contact your health care professional or 

the health department and be tested. Additionally remember to keep your distance from others and to 

practice the prescribed personal hygiene tasks of frequent handwashing and surface disinfection around 

your homes and workplaces. The battle against COVID-19 is far from over.” 
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